
Photographic negatives of Brisbane, 1954
Rockhampton floods, the migrant ship Fairsea and
other subjects

Accession number 31991

Date [1938?-1955?]

Scope and content Collection comprises seven rolls of colour and black and white photographic

negatives as well as miscellaneous singular black and white negatives. Roll 1 shows passengers

aboard the migrant ship Fairsea travelling from Italy to Australia (black and white); Roll 2 to Roll 4

show centenary celebrations at Nundah, 1938 (Dufaycolor colour); Roll 5 shows scenes of the

1954 Rockhampton floods (black and white); Roll 6 shows street scenes in the centre of Brisbane

(Dufaycolor colour); Roll 7 shows views over and around Brisbane (Dufaycolor colour). The

singular negatives include views of Brisbane from Mt Coot-Tha; Aboriginal people at unidentified

locations including an a group gathered around an Inland Mission vehicle; Melanesian people at

unidentified locations, probably Papua New Guinea; photographs taken in Africa and Asia; and

miscellaneous images.

Description approximatly 250 photographic negatives :

Additional format Digital copies available for selected items

Access restrictions Unrestricted access.

Copyright status Copyright undetermined.

Conditions of use You are free to use for personal research and study. For other uses see

https://www.slq.qld.gov.au/understanding-copyright

Notes Negatives arranged in stirps, some with 3, 4, or 5 images per strip; some are single images,

and others are in much longer strips.
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Series 1: Photographic negatives (1938?-1955?)

Series number 1

Series title Photographic negatives

Date 1938?-1955?

Scope and content

Seven rolls of colour and black and white photographic negatives and miscellaneous singular

black and white negatives comprising scenes of the migrant ship Fairsea travelling from Italy to

Australia; centenary celebrations at Nundah, 1938; scenes of the 1954 Rockhampton floods;

street scenes in the centre of Brisbane; and views over and around Brisbane frrom Mt. Coot-tha

The singular negatives include views of Brisbane from Mt. Coot-Tha; Aboriginal people at

unidentified locations including an a group gathered around an Inland Mission vehicle;

Melanesian people at unidentified locations, probably Papua New Guinea; photographs taken in

Africa and Asia; and miscellaneous images.

Description

Description  Approximately 250 photographic negatives 

Additional format Digital copies available for selected items

Access

Access restrictions Unrestricted access

Copyright status Multiple copyright statuses

Items in this series:

Negative roll 1: Fairsea migrant ship (1949-1951?)



Unit ID 31991/1

Date 1949-1951?

Scope and content

One roll of negatives containing 26 black and white images showing a voyage of the migrant

ship Fairsea from Europe to Australia.  Originally named Rio de la Plato, the Fairsea was built

in the USA as a passenger freighter and launched in 1941. During World War Two the ship

was handed over to the U.S. Navy and converted to an aircraft carrier under the name HMS

Charger. The Fairsea, was contracted by the International Refugee Organisation and from

1949 to 1951 made several journeys to Australia including three voyages between Naples and

Melbourne, carrying refugees and displaced persons. It is likely that these photographs were

taken on one of those trips. The images show the port in Naples and passengers on board the

ship during the voyage.

Description

Description  26 Black and white negatives 

Additional format Digital copies available

Locate  OMFILM0CSS Box 22448 

Access

Access restrictions Unrestricted access

Copyright status Out of copyright

Conditions of use You are free to use without permission. Please attribute the State Library

of Queensland.

View the items



View the items

Negative roll 2: Nundah centenary celebrations (April 1938)

Unit ID 31991/2

Date April 1938

Scope and content

One roll of negatives containing 17 colour images showing centenary celebrations at Nundah

in Brisbane in 1938. The festivities shown took place in April of 1938 and celebrated 100 years

since German missionaries first arrived in the area. The images show large crowds, a

street parade and parade floats, Nundah State School, street views, sports field and railway

station. The photographs were taken using Dufaycolor film. Dufaycolor introduced roll film for

colour snapshots in 1935 and as such was one of the first commercially available colour

photograph film. Dufaycolor reached Australia in the mid to late 1930s. These photographs,

taken in 1938, are among the earliest identified colour photographs of Queensland in the State

Library of Queensland collection.

Description

Description  17 colour negatives 

Additional format Digital copies available

Locate  OMFILM0CSS Box 22448 

Access

Access restrictions Unrestricted access

Copyright status Out of copyright

Conditions of use You are free to use without permission. Please attribute the State Library

of Queensland.

https://digital.slq.qld.gov.au/delivery/action/collectionViewer.do?collectionId=88955977&operation=viewCollection&displayType=thumbnails&pageNum=30


View the items

View the items

Negative roll 3: Nundah centenary celebrations (April 1938)

Unit ID 31991/3

Date April 1938

Scope and content

One roll of negatives containing 18 colour images showing centenary celebrations at Nundah

in Brisbane in 1938. The festivities shown took place in April of 1938 and celebrated 100 years

since German missionaries first arrived in the area. The images show large crowds, a

street parade and parade floats, Nundah State School, street views, sports field and railway

station. The photographs were taken using Dufaycolor film. Dufaycolor introduced roll film for

colour snapshots in 1935 and as such was one of the first commercially available colour

photograph film. Dufaycolor reached Australia in the mid to late 1930s. These photographs,

taken in 1938, are among the earliest identified colour photographs of Queensland in the State

Library of Queensland collection.

Description

Description  18 colour negatives 

Additional format Digital copies available

Locate  OMFILM0CSS Box 22448 

Access

Access restrictions Unrestricted access

Copyright status Out of copyright

Conditions of use You are free to use without permission. Please attribute the State Library

of Queensland.

https://digital.slq.qld.gov.au/delivery/action/collectionViewer.do?collectionId=88956039&operation=viewCollection


View the items

View the items

Negative roll 4: Nundah centenary celebrations (April 1938)

Unit ID 31991/4

Date April 1938

Scope and content

One roll of negatives containing 19 colour images showing centenary celebrations at Nundah

in Brisbane in 1938. The festivities shown took place in April of 1938 and celebrated 100 years

since German missionaries first arrived in the area. The images show large crowds, a

street parade and parade floats, Nundah State School, street views, sports field and railway

station. The photographs were taken using Dufaycolor film. Dufaycolor introduced roll film for

colour snapshots in 1935 and as such was one of the first commercially available colour

photograph film. Dufaycolor reached Australia in the mid to late 1930s. These photographs,

taken in 1938, are among the earliest identified colour photographs of Queensland in the State

Library of Queensland collection.

Description

Description  19 colour negatives 

Additional format Digital copies available

Locate  OMFILM0CSS Box 22448 

Access

Access restrictions Unrestricted access

Copyright status Out of copyright

Conditions of use You are free to use without permission. Please attribute the State Library

of Queensland.

https://digital.slq.qld.gov.au/delivery/action/collectionViewer.do?collectionId=88956066&operation=viewCollection


View the items

View the items

Negative roll 5: 1954 Rockhampton floods (April 1938)

Unit ID 31991/5

Date April 1938

Scope and content

One roll of negatives containing 30 black and white images showing flooding in Rockhampton

in 1954.

Description

Description  30 black and white negatives 

Additional format Digital copies available

Locate  OMFILM0CSS Box 22448 

Access

Access restrictions Unrestricted access

Copyright status Out of copyright

Conditions of use You are free to use without permission. Please attribute the State Library

of Queensland.

View the items

View the items

Negative roll 6: Brisbane views (1938?)

https://digital.slq.qld.gov.au/delivery/action/collectionViewer.do?collectionId=88956092&operation=viewCollection&displayType=thumbnails&pageNum=30
https://digital.slq.qld.gov.au/delivery/action/collectionViewer.do?collectionId=88956119&operation=viewCollection&displayType=thumbnails&pageNum=30


Unit ID 31991/6

Date 1938?

Scope and content

One roll of negatives containing containing 18 colour images showing Brisbane scenes

ca.1938. Included are views of the centre of Brisbane CBD, Botanic Gardens, Victoria Bridge,

Parliament House, Brisbane River and a Salvation Army band performing in front of the

People’s Palace.  

Description

Description  18 colour negatives 

Additional format Digital copies available

Locate  OMFILM0CSS Box 22448 

Access

Access restrictions Unrestricted access

Copyright status Out of copyright

Conditions of use You are free to use without permission. Please attribute the State Library

of Queensland.

View the items

View the items

Negative roll 7: Brisbane views (1938?)

https://digital.slq.qld.gov.au/delivery/action/collectionViewer.do?collectionId=88959776&operation=viewCollection&displayType=thumbnails&pageNum=30


Unit ID 31991/7

Date 1938?

Scope and content

One roll of negatives containing containing 19 colour images showing Brisbane scenes

ca.1938. Included are views over Brisbane from Mt Coot-tha.  

Description

Description  19 colour negatives 

Additional format Digital copies available

Locate  OMFILM0CSS Box 22448 

Access

Access restrictions Unrestricted access

Copyright status Out of copyright

Conditions of use You are free to use without permission. Please attribute the State Library

of Queensland.

View the items

View the items

Miscellaneous views (1940-1955?)

Unit ID 31991/8

Date 1940-1955?

Scope and content

Miscellaneous singular negatives including views of Brisbane from Mt Coot-Tha; Aboriginal

people at unidentified locations including an a group gathered around an Inland Mission

https://digital.slq.qld.gov.au/delivery/action/collectionViewer.do?collectionId=88959795&operation=viewCollection&displayType=thumbnails&pageNum=30


vehicle; Melanesian people at unidentified locations, probably Papua New Guinea;

photographs taken in Africa and Asia; and miscellaneous images.

Description

Description  Approximately 50 photographic egatives 

Locate  OMFILM0CSS Box 22448 

Access

Access restrictions Unrestricted access

Copyright status Multiple copyright statuses

Conditions of use You are free to use for personal research and study. For other uses see

https://www.slq.qld.gov.au/understanding-copyright

(7 digital)


